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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements filed June 28, 2004 and July 26, 2004 
have been made of record and the references cited therein have been considered by 
the examiner. It is noted, however, that many of the same references are cited on both 
information disclosure statements. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ishikawa et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,306,081). 

In regard to claim 1, Ishikawa et al. teaches a hood 1 for an endoscope 
comprised of a balloon 10 (which constitutes an endoscopic accessory), a cylindrical 
mount member 3 (which constitutes a collar mountable in the proximal end of hood 1 ) 
and a joining member 4 (which constitutes a radially flexible centering sleeve mountable 
in the distal end of hood 1) (see Figure 1). Ishikawa et al. are silent as to the material 
makeup of joining member 4. However, since both joining member 4 and mount 
member 3 attach to the surface of the endoscope 2 (as shown in Figure 3), is it inherent 
that they must exhibit some flexibility so that they can be positioned properly over the 
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endoscope and maintain a frictional fit (otherwise they would become dislodged or 
damage the exterior surface of the endoscope). Furthermore, the use of flexible resin 
materials for forming sheaths, end caps or similar structures for placement over the 
distal end of the endoscope is well known in the art because of the flexible, expandable 
properties of resins and the consequent adaptability of the sheath, end caps, etc. to 
endoscopes of varying size and shape. Accordingly, it would have been obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the joining 
member 4 of Ishikawa et al. from a flexible resin material. In regard to claim 2, 
inherent in the structure disclosed by Ishikawa et al. (as described above) are the 
method steps of providing balloon 10 inserting a the joining member 4 into the distal end 
of balloon 10, inserting mount member 3 into the proximal end of balloon 10 and placing 
the hood 1 on the distal end of an endoscope so that the balloon 10 is supported along 
its length and retained on the endoscope shaft by the components of the hood 1 . 
In regard to claims 3 and 4, Ishikawa et al. are silent as to a kit containing a plurality of 
hoods 1 and a measurement tool. However, it would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to manufacture the hood 1 is 
varying sizes to accommodate varying sized endoscopes and provide a plurality of said 
hoods in a kit, as to a surgical site having more than one endoscope. Furthermore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide a measurement tool in order to determine which of the plurality of 
hoods was suitable for a particular endoscope. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Applicant should note the following prior art references disclosing 
distal accessory attachments for endoscopes and adapters for holding them in place: 
Ishikawa et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,071,233 and Kobayashi, U.S. Patent No. 6,699,180. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Beverly M. Flanagan whose telephone number is (703) 
305-7202. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda CM. Dvorak can be reached on (703) 308-0994. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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